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HOSTING A CHINESE STUDENT
Hosting a Chinese student can be a most rewarding experience – an opportunity to extend your
family into a second culture. Chinese students provide us the opportunity to look at familiar
patterns through the eyes of those who grew up in a different country, speak a different language,
and have different habits and expectations. Some of these differences may be hardly noticeable,
while others may be surprising. Recognizing cultural differences, respecting them, and being
able to accommodate them for the duration of the stay will broaden everyone's intercultural
perspectives. The following information is a point of departure for conversations at home and
discussions in the classroom, raising sensitivity and expanding awareness about how your
student will participate in your family's daily life. It will also help anticipate awkward moments
and perhaps prevent difficult situations.

I. Chinese Students Have Expectations of the United States
Chinese students probably have expectations of life in the United States formed during the
English-language learning experience in the Chinese classroom or from the media. Most
Chinese have seen popular American movies and television series, and most likely their
expectations have been shaped by these Hollywood images. As you well know, few families
will match the image portrayed in school texts or movies. To get an idea of how this works,
describe your image of China and see how your guest reacts.
Visitors will be eager to experience the United States. They will expect to encounter the
stereotypes they may have formed, but they should also be open to dismantling them. Many
have very specific images of what the U.S. is and how it operates. They know that school
buses are yellow. They know about freeways, Los Angeles traffic jams, and probably a lot
about New York.
Expectations may be idealistic, even unrealistic, and their requirements of their host families
may be based on these expectations. Chinese may have unrealistic ideas about the distances
in the United States. When asked about what they would like to see or do, they may suggest
something so far away that you are not at all prepared to accommodate that wish or at least
surprised by such an excessive request.
II. Meeting Your Student at the Airport
Meeting the Chinese at the airport is a moment filled with anticipation and feelings ranging
from "Why are we doing this?" to "This is going to be so much fun. I can't wait."
Conversation tends to focus on the trip, the airline connections, and the guests' travel fatigue.
This is also an apprehensive moment for the visitors, who suddenly find themselves all alone
with total strangers with whom they will live for the next four weeks.
III. Arriving at Home
When the Chinese arrive, they have spent many hours on the plane, and have a time change
to overcome. They will be excited about this trip! The sights, sounds, and new language
provide a barrage of impressions in the beginning. Much of the information you give during
the first hours will be lost in the initial confusion.
When you first arrive at home, introduce your student to family members and pets.
Determine immediately how you would like your student to address you. Do you want it to
be by first name? Mom and Dad? Mr. and Mrs.? Show your guest where s/he will sleep and
where to put his/her things, then tour the house, pointing out where important things are
located, especially which bathroom to use and how to operate the tub or shower. Although it
is important for your guest to know how appliances operate, this might be reserved for
another time, when some of the excitement has settled and he/she will be more receptive to
details such as how the microwave operates and which TV channels are more interesting than
others.
IV. Meals
Even if it is not common for your family to eat three meals a day, provide this opportunity to
your guest. Treat your guest as you would your own children. Are you planning to have
family dinners at certain times on certain days? If you want your guest to be there, make it
clear when you expect him/her. Certain foods considered to be typically American and liked
by most students may take some time to "grow" on your visitor. What are your thoughts
about snacking? What is off limits? What is available? Is the refrigerator available for
between-meal snacks? Are there limitations? Please make this clear to your student.

V. Daily Routines
Don't change your family's patterns to present the "typical" American family picture. If you
do not normally eat breakfast together, don't start now. If there are times when everyone just
goes to the refrigerator and helps him/herself, continue to do that and invite your guest to
participate. If you do laundry on certain days, tell your visitor when and where to put clothes
to be washed. If you go to church on Sundays, invite your visitor to come along. If you do
not normally go, don't go for your visitor's sake, but do make it possible for him/her to go to
church if desired.
Discuss the daily routines. What time is "rise and shine"? Is the bathroom to be shared? Do
they know where to get on and off the school bus, and how to walk home from there? Are
you expecting your guest to participate in certain chores? Make his/her bed? Be ready to
leave at a certain time? Is TV accessible at all times? Who sits where in front of the TV?
What time do' you expect everyone to be quiet for the night? It is a common Chinese habit to
keep doors closed. When your guest retreats into his/her room and closes the door, it does not
mean that s/he is closing him/herself off from you, it just means that this is what is typically
done at home in China. Also be sensitive to the student's need for privacy and quiet time.
When in doubt about how your guest is feeling, ask!
VI. Telephone and Email Use
What are your expectations regarding telephone use? It would be nice to let your students
make a short call home to let their families know that they have arrived safely. Telephone
calls home can often lead to homesickness. Discourage your guest from excessively calling
their family and friends in China. After that, what are your rules about long-distance calls?
Time on the phone? Calls after certain hours? Telephone calls are also not as important
anymore now that most families have email and Skype. Students should be given a chance to
email their friends and families. Discourage hour-long sessions on the computer, as that
prevents the students from being with their host families and fellow students.
VII. Laundry
What are your household procedures regarding laundry? Does everyone do his/her own?
Should dirty clothing be in a certain place on a certain day? Who does the ironing? How will
you know whether the clothes brought by your guest are appropriate for the washing
machine? Chinese typically wear the same article of clothing more often between washings
than their American counterparts.
VIII. Necessary Information for Your Guest
Provide your guest with the home, work, and cellular numbers of family members or
neighbors. Make certain that these numbers are written down and carried along with your
address and directions from school to your house. It will be difficult for the Chinese to orient
themselves in the beginning, since the distinguishing features with which we identify our
neighborhoods will be unfamiliar and difficult to remember for them. Make sure your guest
has access into the house at all times. If you have a security alarm, make sure the guest
understands how it works, or leave it unarmed for the duration of the stay. Find out who has
medical treatment authority for your guests. If it is the Chinese accompanying teacher, know
how to reach him/her in case of an emergency.
IX. Activities with Chinese Students
Everything will be interesting to the Chinese, even if they do not show the appropriate
enthusiasm. For many students, showing excitement about an experience is difficult. Some
students may bubble with excitement, while others seem to shrug things off which you
expect to be appreciated.

Regard seeming indifference as a cultural variation. It is often interesting to observe how
Chinese guests react to a situation without apparent interest and then listen to them talk about
it with great excitement to the other Chinese students at school the following day. It may well
be that some of the experiences your guest has while with you may not be understood until
s/he returns home.
Everyday life is also interesting. Grocery shopping, running errands, visiting neighbors,
doing family projects, attending little league ball games, spending a day at work with
someone from your family, taking a trip to the hardware store, etc., will be valuable
experiences for your guest and will afford a detailed look into American life.
Regard your guest as a typical student. Your invitation to accompany you may not be met
with excitement. S/he may prefer to relax in front of the TV. While some relaxing may be
appropriate, those opportunities ought to be balanced with worthwhile activities.
X. What Do We Talk About?
Ask your student about his/her family, habits, food, work, etc. This discussion will give you
significant information and will let you know where the cultural differences lie and what may
be of interest to your student.
Expect your Chinese student to be more politically informed than many Americans. A
Chinese student typically has a global view and may not agree with the American way of
doing things in the world. Do not try to convert him/her. Try to explain the reasons for your
thinking and discover the reasons for your guest's thinking.
XI. Host Family's Financial Obligations
Treat your guest as you treat your own children. When you go out for meals or to an event,
pay for your Chinese student as you would your own children. Chinese students will have
spending money of their own for souvenirs and snacks.
XII. What If Things Just Don't Work Out?
Even though the Chinese students are screened prior to being accepted into the program, and
even though care has been taken to match your family with the student according to what is
known about each student, it occasionally happens that people simply were not meant to be
together under the same roof. It could be that the students do not get along, or it could be that
the Chinese student is fundamentally so different that you are dreading the days he/she will
be with you. If that should be the case, call your son's or daughter's Principal and ask for
assistance. Sometimes all it takes is a conversation to clear up differences. Sometimes it
would simply be better for a student to be moved to a different home. This does not imply
that you are a poor host or that you should tough it out. It may simply mean that this is an
incompatible match.
XIII. You Can Do It!
Have fun with the visit! This is an opportunity for you and your family to learn firsthand
about another culture. In fact, you may find that you have begun a long-lasting international
friendship. Hope that your son/daughter will have the opportunity to return the visit and gain
as much from the visit as your guest gained from being with you. There will probably be
some awkward moments, but those will pass. When in doubt, ask, and keep the dialogue
going. You'll be surprised how quickly the time passes.

Traverse City Area Public Schools
Volunteer Program
A volunteer is a person who visits a building on a
regular basis (more than one occasion). Please be sure
the appropriate paperwork for each given scenario is
complete and submitted to TCAPS Volunteer
Coordinator at 231-933-5654 or hertelka@tcaps.net.
SCHOOL-BASED VOLUNTEERS
• School-Based Volunteer Information Form
• Standards of Conduct
DRIVER
• School-Based Volunteer Information Form
• Standards of Conduct
• Driver Clearance Form

OVERNIGHT CHAPERONE or HOST FAMILY/ EXCHANGE PROGRAMS
• School-Based Volunteer Information Form
• Standards of Conduct
• DHS clearance

EARY CHILDHOOD, PRESCHOOL, EXTENDED DAY OR SUMMER ADVENTURE CAMP
• School-Based Volunteer Information Form
• Standards of Conduct
• DHS clearance
• Staff screening statement
• Medical clearance
• TB test

DHS Clearance Instructions – Allows a State of Michigan check of any substantiated child
abuse or neglect history. You must apply in person to DHS at 701 S. Elmwood Monday
through Friday, 8am to 5pm. Bring your driver’s license with you. Clearance is processed
while you wait. If you need to contact them, the phone number is 941-3900.

TB Test Instructions – TB tests within 1 year prior are acceptable. The TB test and
Medical Clearance are on the same form. TB test may be provided by your own doctor by
GT Health Department at 922-4831.

TCAPS School-Based Volunteer Information
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
1.

Legal Name ____________________________________________________ Today’s Date ___________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
Number/Street
City/State
Zip Code
Email Address_________________________________________________________________________________
 I give formal consent to receive electronic communication from TCAPS. TCAPS will not sell or share
your information to third parties.
Phone Number(s) ______________________________________________________________________________
Sex:  Male

 Female

Date of Birth _______________________________________

2.

Educational Background _________________________________________________________________________

3.

Place of Current Employment _________________________________ Phone ______________________________

4.

The following is requested to comply with statistical reports required by state and federal offices. It is requested only
to assist the school district in responding accurately with statistical information in regard to racial/ethnic numbers
and percentages of the total TCAPS staff. The racial/ethnic headings below are taken directly from the form
provided by the equal opportunity commission for public school systems. Please place an “X” in the racial/ethnicheading box that is appropriate to your racial/ethnic heritage. Ethnicity (mark one only):
 White (not Hispanic origin)
 Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
 Hispanic or Latino

 American Indian or Alaskan Native

 Black or African American

 Multiracial** (If you check this box, please mark
% near boxes to the left)

 Asian American
5.

School where you would like to volunteer: _____________________________________________ Grade Level ___________

6.

Please list days of the week and hours of the day that you are available _____________________________________________

7.

Please list a personal reference that has known you for at least two years.
Name ______________________________ Work Phone ____________________ Home Phone ____________________
If you have not lived in Michigan for more than 3 years, what state(s) did you live in during that time?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever been convicted of, pled guilty or nolo contendere (neither admitting nor denying the charge) to, or received a
suspended imposition of sentence, been placed on probation, or otherwise been found guilty of:
Any criminal or municipal ordinance violation? ____Yes ____ No DUI/DWI ____ Yes ____ No
Have there ever been allegations, complaints, or reports regarding your involvement in child abuse or neglect (regardless of
whether the incident was confirmed or denied)? ____ Yes ____ No
If yes to any of the above, please provide date, description, and explanation of each incident on additional paper.
You have my permission to contact my employer. I understand that any omissions or misstatements made by me on this
application form may be cause for my application to be declined or volunteer placement to be terminated. I understand that a
Michigan state Police criminal background check will be conducted and all information including conviction or child abuse
records will be verified, and herby consent to such verification. I declare that all the statements I have made on this application
are true, correct, and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand TCAPS, in their sole and complete discretion, may
accept or decline this application without providing me any reasons for the decision.
Signature ____________________________________________Date ___________________________

