
1

Smaller Learning Communities:  
High School Redesign

Joe Tibaldi

Cathy Meyer

Konrad Molter

THEN-NOW-LATER
• Communication and Informational Access

TODAY

5 Years Ago10 years ago

High School Experience(s)

• What do you remember about your high 
school experience?

– What did you learn?

– What did you learn about learning?

Career Titles Today

And tomorrow?

Information Architect
Web Site/Database Integrator

Infomediary

Web Programmers and Developers

What do I wish it could be like?

• Knowing what you know now, what do you 
wish high school could be like?

• What do you wish it could be like for you?

• What do you wish it could be like for your 
son or daughter?

High School Redesign

• What should we teach to have all students 
prepared for the 21st century?

• Why is that important for all students?
• How should our school be organized to 

insure all students will be successful?

Smaller Learning Community Grant Resources
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Small Schools Initiatives Research shows that small 
schools can....

•Raise student achievement 

•Reduce incidents of violence or disruptive behavior 

•Combat student anonymity and isolation 

•Increase attendance and graduation rates 

•Elevate teacher satisfaction 
•Improve school climate 

•Be more cost effective 

•Be as good or better than big schools

•Other Related Research

What are Small Schools?

They are small. 
Few effective small schools serve 

more than 400-500 students.

They are personal. ������
���	�
� is known by more than 
one adult, and every student has an 
advisor/advocate who works closely 

with her and her family to plan a 
personalized program. Student-
family-advisor relationships are 

sustained over several years. 

What are Small Schools?

They are committed to equity in 
educational achievement by 

eliminating achievement gaps 
between groups of students while 

increasing the achievement levels of 
virtually all students.

What are Small Schools?

They view parents as critical allies, 
and find significant ways to include 

them in the life of the school 
community.

What are Small Schools?
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There are important benefits of small 
schools, including student 

achievement, personalization, cost 
effectiveness, safety benefits, and 

others. 

Small Schools Benefits


